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Editorial 

The compilation of Natalia 31 has coincided with the I 50th anniversary of the Natal 
Society. It is appropriate that this issue should open with a note from the current 
President, Mr Simon Roberts. In marking this occasion, Natalia reprints the paper on 
the centenary ofihe Society written by Alan Hattersley for the Quarterly Bulletin ofthe 
South AMcan Librmy of March 1951. Hattersley notes that the objects of the Society, 
as defined in 1865, laid stress on the 'acquisition and preservation of information oflocal 
value and interest, and the genera I encouragement of habits of study, investigation and 
research within the Colony' - a purpose which this journal still serves. 

Together with Hattersley's paper, wc also reprint Lady Barker's account of the grand 
bazaar of 1876, with an introduction by Dr Sylvia Vietzen. Through an account of the 
contributions of Miss Sue Judd and Miss Pamela Reid, the affairs of the Society arc 
brought up to date in an article by Jewel Koopman, while the Director of the Library, 
John Morrison, looks ahead at the challenges facing the library in the future. 

As libraries are (amongst other things) repositories ofliterature, the article by Jolyon 
Nuttall on the long friendship between his father and Alan Paton a reworking for 
Natalia of some of the material researched for his recently published book - throws 
interesting light on the author of one of South Africa's most celebrated novels. Paton 
was also the biographer ofJan Hofmeyr, so that John Deane's paper on the J.H. Hofineyr 
Memorial Trust provides a second link to him in this number ofNatalia. 

Our most substantial article is a study by Margarete Niirnberger of the events sur
rounding the death of Maqhamusela Khanyile, the Zulu Christian whose martyrdom is 
today acknowledged by both the Lutheran and Anglican churches. Milner SneII and the 
late Ken Strachan haw provided an account of the post carts which carried the mails 
through southern Natal in the late 19th and early 20th century. Bill Bizley contributes a 
short article on the 1932 collision between a train and a tram at the Mayor's Walk level 
crossing in Pietermaritzburg. Rather than a book review, Benedict Carton offers a review 
essay on the newest instalment of the James Stuart Archive. We offer also the usual 
assortment ofNotes and Queries, book notices, and, sadly, obituaries. 

During the year, Dr Dai Herbert tendered his resignation from the Editorial Commit
tee. Wc regret that the pressure ofwork at the Natal Museum has drawn him away from 
us, but wc weleome to the committee labulani Sithole ofthe School ofHuman and Social 
Studies at the University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg. Another significant change was 
the retirement of David Buckley from the Natal Society Library staff and hence th1l11 his 
post as secretary to Nafalia. More than a minutes secretary whose meticulous records 
were a great boon to a succession ofeditors, David was a valued member ofthe Editorial 
Committee who provided a number of notes and short articles. His final great contribu
tion is the updated Index which is appended to this edition ofNatalia. We wish him well 
in his retirement. 



v 

Finally, we note with sadness the passing ofEstelle Gericke. A long-serving teacher 
ofhistory, Miss Gericke was a prime mover in initiating and gaining acceptance for field 
trips and excursions, and so must be given credit for having put many school pupils in 
direct touch with the rich historical heritage of the province. Through her influence, 
many youngsters found the study of history to be truly fascinating and rewarding. 

MORAYCOMRIE 

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

NATAL SOCIETY 


The Natal Society now has some 50 000 members. The main thrust of its 
activity is of course the library which, in addition to the main branch in the 
substantial building on Freedom Square and the Lambert Wilson Centre, 
administers branches in Northdale, Eastwood, Woodlands, Sobantu, i\shdown 
and Georgetown. together with a mobile library and a housebound service. 
The library is also linked to the electronic referencing systems ofSa bin et and 
the University of Natal. On avcrage, there are about 106 463 issues each 
month, and, in collaboration with the provincial library service, the Society is 
exploring the possibility of establishing two more branch libraries, one in the 
Vulindlela area and the other in Scottsville. 

Overseeing the activities of the Society and its library is an elected Coun
cil of fourteen members, which includes representatives of substantial do
nors such as the municipality. Indeed, city council is thc major channel of 
funding to the library. For the Natal Society, as for many other institutions 
whose primary function is to serve the community. the flow of money is 
seldom adequate. Despite the fact that the salaries and allowances of library 
employees are genera Ily less than those received by library staff elsewhere in 
the Republic. out ofthe annual budget ofsome R7.5 million only R3XO 000 is 
available for the purchase of books. With book prices rising steadily. it is 
increasingly difficult for the lihrary to maintain an appropriate holding. The 
Council is endeavouring to ohtain grants from charitable trusts overseas. 

Not only has the library grown immensely over the years, but it has been 
greatly transformed, and is by no means an elitist or neo-colonial organiza
tion. Colonialism may have been behind the foundation ofthe Society, in that 
its founders wanted to provide accurate infon11ation ahout the colony to 
prospective settlers in Britain and Europe, but the thrust to make it a free 
resource open to the whole community came from within. Not only do most of 
the branch lihraries now sene formerly disadvantaged communities, hut in
formal checks at thc main hranch indicate that some 93% ofthe people using 
the facility are not white, with the O\'erwhelming majority (more than HO";;)) 
being African. Stafling of the library shows a similar trend. The motto of the 
Society, Lux in TCllchris (which loosely translates as 'a light in the darkness') 
is as apt today as it has always heen. 
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